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‘Potential into Performance’ Message from the Head of School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This term has been filled with diverse experiences that have not only enriched our pupils’ learning but have also fostered 
a strong sense of community and collaboration among our staff, pupils, and families.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to share some of the highlights. 
 
At the beginning of September, we opened our doors to prospective parents and pupils during our Open Mornings and 
Evenings.  It was a pleasure to showcase our vibrant school community and provide insights into the subjects and         
activities we offer.  Our pupils were exemplary ambassadors, guiding tours and assisting in departments.  Our Head Boy 
and Head Girl both gave fantastic speeches to pupils and their parents; it can be a nerve-wracking experience standing up 
and speaking in front of large audiences but they did brilliantly.  The positive feedback received from parents was a     
testament to our pupils’ dedication and pride in our school, embodying what it means to be APS Proud! 
 
Our new Year 7 cohort have had a strong start.  We recognise that the transition from primary to secondary school can 
be both exciting and scary for pupils and their parents alike.  Therefore, earlier in the term, we hosted a Year 7 Tutor 
Evening which provided parents with the chance to meet with their child's tutor and discuss how they were settling into 
secondary school life.  Equally impactful was our well-attended Year 11 "Key to Success" evening, where pupils and     
parents gathered to receive guidance on exam preparation and revision techniques, careers and sixth form opportunities, 
setting a strong foundation for their final year at Abbey Park School. 
 
Our sports teams have also had an impressive start to the year.  The Year 7 boy’s rugby team demonstrated great        
determination and skill, triumphing over three other local schools in their first tournament.  Our netball teams have    
continued their tradition of success, achieving commendable results across various matches.  Additionally, I am proud of 
the work of our Student Sports Leaders in providing support and encouragement during primary sporting events this 
term. 
 
The curriculum this term was further enhanced by several engaging trips and visits.  Year 10 and 11 pupils had the     
pleasure of attending a performance of "An Inspector Calls" at the Bristol Hippodrome, deepening their understanding of 
the play’s themes and characters to support their GCSE English Literature studies.  Additionally, pupils visited the Egg 
Theatre in Bath for a performance of "The Little Prince," inspiring both imagination and reflection.  Our budding           
engineers enjoyed a fascinating STEM visit to the Williams Racing Experience Centre, while those with a penchant for 
computing explored the National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park, participating in a coding workshop and     
learning about the history of modern computing.  Furthermore, some of our Year 8 TPAT Scholars attended an              
enrichment event at Marlborough College, providing the opportunity to engage with some stretch and challenge learning 
activities. 
 
In recognition of World Mental Health Day on October 10th, pupils participated in a non-uniform day that raised over 
£700 for the charity MIND.  Teams of pupils (and some staff!) from each House enthusiastically took part in a House 
bikeathon, competing to see who could cover the greatest distance, all in the spirit of camaraderie and support for     
mental health awareness.  We also supported our local community through the Harvest Festival Swindon Foodbank     
collection, which received generous contributions from pupils and staff. 
 
Finally, our term concluded on a high note with the Autumn Music concert, where our talented pupils impressed with 
their musical and vocal performances.  It was a wonderful celebration of their hard work, dedication and skill. 
 
As we approach the end of the first term and move forward into the next, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your ongoing support and active involvement.  It is by working together that we really can help our pupils to turn 
their ‘potential into performance’. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mr Ward 
Head of School  
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English 

An Inspector Calls Theatre Trip 
This week, Years 10 and 11 went to see An Inspector Calls at the Bristol Hippodrome after studying it for GCSE English 
Literature.  It was interesting to finally see the play that we had spent so much time in class and at home reading and   
analysing.  Despite the fact that we all knew what would happen next, it was still an amazing and shocking play. 
 
The play started with a massive plume of smoke that transformed the stage into a city filled with smog and grime.  The 
Birlings’ dining room was on stilts above the rest of the stage, which looked like a run-down, dirty city.  This gave the idea 
that the Birlings saw themselves as completely separate to everyone else.  The Inspector saw himself as part of the rest 
of society and never went up into the Birlings’ dining room. 
 
After the Inspector’s final speech, the dining room collapsed in sparks, bangs and crashes, as the Birling family fell apart, 
blaming everyone else for the death of Eva Smith.  At this point, the Birlings and their dining room had finally joined the 
rest of society by standing on the stage itself. 
 
It was a brilliant play on an equally incredible school trip.  We were all completely absorbed in the play; we even received 
compliments on our behaviour from a member of the public who was in the audience. 
 
Special thanks to the members of staff who accompanied our pupils on this trip, and to Mr Lyons for organising it.  I am 
so proud of our pupils for behaving so well and for getting some sophisticated analytical ideas from watching this         
performance. 
 

 
Mrs Mapleston 
Head of English – KS4 

Year 10 Devising Workshop 

The Paper Birds Theatre Company came into school on Tuesday 17th September 
’24 to deliver a complimentary workshop to Year 10 on Devising Skills as part of 
their facilitator development programme linked to their current UK touring    
production of “Free Me - What do you care about and why?”. 
 
Pupils were encouraged to be creative in their responses to visual stimuli which had both an eco and political edge      
regarding climate change.  They were taught how to explore a range of ways to develop character and given                  
circumstance in an innovative and creative way.  Once inhibitions were discarded, the pupils had a lot of fun                 
over-exaggerating their roles and scenarios and taking their ideas in a variety of different directions. 
 
Here are some of the comments from our pupils: 
“I enjoyed it because I got to learn new and interesting devising techniques that will help me in the future.” EH 
 
“I think it was very good and I was able to work with people I don’t usually work with,” RA  
 
“It was really fun, we did a range of drama activities and it really helped us learn how to devise better, I also got to work 
with new people.  I think the experience was educational and wonderful!” AG 
 
“I thought the workshop was good and it inspired me to add a flashback into our devised duologue.” BB 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Paper Birds facilitators Georgie and Beckie as well as to our Drama Participants 
who fully embraced the experience.  You certainly demonstrated Abbey Park PROUD, so well done!  
 

Miss D Browning 
Curriculum Lead for Drama  

Drama 
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PE has kicked off this term for Abbey Park and the PE department are pleased to welcome pupils back from the summer 

break.   

 

Rugby 

The boy’s rugby team have made an electric start to their season with multiple wins for both Year 7 & 9 teams and the 8s 

playing in a tournament where they saw themselves win a couple of matches.  The Year 7 boys also played in a            

tournament for their first taste of rugby and beat all three teams (Dorcan 3-1, Commonweal 1-0 and Lawn 3-1).  The boys 

came away buzzing and they have already recruited more players for their future fixtures to come.  The U16s are hoping 

to claim their first win these coming weeks in their first match. 

 

Netball 

The netball season has also been a busy one for the girls with all 5-year groups representing their school in weekly       

fixtures against other schools in the Swindon league.   

 

A special mention to Year 7s & U16s who have won most of their matches and U16s coming 2nd in their group for the 

National Schools tournament.   

 

The U14s hope to continue their success in the penultimate week in their National Schools tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APS sport leaders have also been busy this term with helping out with a Primary first event and Bridlewood Charity run in 

memory for an ex-pupil.  All showed brilliant organisation and positivity across both events. 

 

There has been a fantastic turn out for session 6 clubs during term 1 and next term sees the likes of basketball & football 

returning and a new dodgeball club starting.  

 

Thank you to all the pupils who have participated and represented the school in fixtures and tournaments this term and 

we look forward to continuing our success into the Christmas period. 

 

The PE department 
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Humanities Competition 
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Please find a selection of our runners-up and highly commended entries to the Y7 ‘Wonderful Water’ photography  

competition below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Preece 

Curriculum Leader - Art 

Y7 Art Competition Results 

Winner 
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The 10th October marked World Mental Health Day.  Many staff and pupils wore yellow, helping to raise awareness of 
mental health.  
 
Teams of 11 pupils across the year groups cycled throughout the day on exercise bikes promoting the link between  

exercise and good mental health.  All pupils showed resilience, persevering even when it was tough.  They did their     

houses proud.  Well done!!  

 

Several staff members also jumped on the bikes to help their houses 

cover the distance.  Large crowds gathered to cheer them all on.  

There was a real sense of togetherness and community feel within the 

school, with pupils and staff coming together to raise money for an 

incredibly important cause. 

 
The final results from the cycling competition:   

1st - Whitehorse 150.3km  

2nd - Stonehenge 149.5km  

3rd - Kennet 148.2km  

4th - Barbury 144.33km 

5th - Avebury 140.89km  

 
 
Many pupils entered the mental health poster and acrostic poem competition. The standard was incredibly high and very 

hard to judge.  Each showcased APS PROUD skills and also contained many important messages. 

The results of the competition are below: 

 

Mental Health Poster Competition:  

1st Place - Evie H (Y8) 

2nd Place - Daniella N (Y7) 

3rd Place - Teegan W (Y7) 

 

Mental Acrostic Poem Competition 

1st Place - Gracie C (Y7) 

2nd Place - Phoebe H (Y7) 

3rd Place - Jenson C (Y8) 

 

 

Mrs Kopinska 

Assistant Principal 

World Mental Health Day 
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SEND Coffee Morning 

Pupil Laptops  
When pupils are given a school laptop to use at home, please ensure the 
software and antivirus are updated by turning the laptop on weekly.  

 

Please return the laptop to the school reception or IT office if it is no longer in 
use at home so that it can be distributed to pupils who now need a device.  

 

If you're experiencing any problems with the laptop at home, please let us 
know. 

 

IT Support 

School Uniform Donations 
Do you have any pieces of branded Abbey Park uniform lying around that are still in 
good condition and could be used by someone else?  Perhaps they no longer fit or 
you no longer need it.  Are you just not sure what to do with it?  If so, we might be 
able to help you!  
 
Pre-loved uniform will be put to good use by supporting our pupils and their fami-
lies.  We are looking for donations of branded Abbey Park uniform, specifically blaz-
ers and ties but we will happily take trousers, shoes, jumpers and PE kit too.   
 
If you do have any items you no longer need, then please drop them in at recep-
tion.  All we ask is that donations are in good condition and have been cleaned.  
 
Many thanks in advance for any support you might be able to offer. 
 

Mr Stubbs 
Assistant Principal 

Join us for a drink, mince pie and a chat. 

Tuesday 3rd December 2024 9:30am 

Abbey Park School  

(come to the main reception) 
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Welcome to the Library! 

It has been a very busy start to the new academic year, the library has been a hive of activity welcoming back previous 

pupils and helping the new year 7s find their way around. 

 

We started the term with our star reading test which was a very busy couple of weeks.  We then ran introductory lessons 

for each class covering the general rules, how fiction is organised and how non-fiction is set out. 

 

As pupils are finding their feet in the school environment, I wanted to inform you of a few details regarding the library and 

its use. 

 

Opening hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8.30am-4.15pm 

Friday                       8.30am-4.00pm 

 

The library is open every break time and during lunch.  It will also be open after school for those that wish to revise or do 

homework.   

 

Book loans and expected behaviour 

There are posters up around the library with rules of expected behaviour.  As we start to issue books from the library    

pupils will be expected to be responsible for them.  Books are on loan for two weeks.  After this, pupils will have to renew 

them or return them.  If books are damaged or lost, we may ask parents/carers to reimburse the school at a charge of £5 

per book.  This will be payable through Arbor.  

 

Accelerated Reader  

The library has been arranged to work alongside our Accelerated Reader programme.  This is a scheme that aims to get all 

pupils reading and improve their reading ability.  It has taken a lot of time and effort to implement and will be continually 

worked on to give your children the reading opportunities they deserve.   

 

Now the pupils have settled in and have started library lessons, this has led to an improvement in the diversity of fiction 

books and reference books available.  As a result, there are books available that may cover topics of a sensitive nature, 

such as violence, self-harming, abuse and mental health issues.  Many of these titles are known to the children due to 

BookTok, Netflix and other social media/tv outlets.  These titles are appropriate in nature for secondary age children.  Part 

of the selection process is that they are classified as YA fiction, with appropriate age levels.  

 

At Abbey Park school we do not wish to censor reading and believe that the children, with support from staff and parents, 

can make informed decisions on which books are suitable for them to read.  All books are available to all our pupils      

however, we do understand that you may not wish your child to have access to these books.  If you would like your child 

to be excused from having access to these titles until year 9 then please email me with your child’s name and tutor group. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact with me via email at Bowien@abbeyparkschool.org.uk 

 

Miss Bowie 

Librarian 

Learning Resource Centre 
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Useful Information  
Buying books 

In the library we try to keep a wide variety of books and authors, however it is impossible to stock everything.  If your 

child enjoys reading it can be difficult to keep up with buying them books, especially in the current economic climate.  

So here are a few tips to keep costs down: 

• Join your local library, it is free to join and you can borrow up to 16 books at a time. 

• While at the library, many have a withdrawn section where you can take as many books as you can carry for £1. 

• Charity shops often have a book section, the bonus is you can return them when you have finished and support a 

good cause. 

• Discount book shops such as The Works offer a wide range of books at discount prices. 

• Online WoB (World of Books) is a secondhand book shop which offers books at a reasonable price and offers free 

delivery in the UK. 

 

Local libraries 

Local Bookshops 

Learning Resource Centre 

North Swindon Library 

Orbital Retail Park, Thamesdown Drive, Swindon, SN25 4AN 

01793 707120 

northswindon.library@swindon.gov.uk 

Current opening hours 

• Monday - 2.00pm - 6.00pm 

• Tuesday - closed 

• Wednesday -10.00am - 2.00pm 

• Thursday - closed 

• Friday  - 1.00pm - 5.00pm 

• Saturday  -10.00am - 2.00pm 

• Sunday - 11.00am - 3.00pm 

Central Library 
Regent Circus, Swindon, SN1 1QG 
01793 463238 
central.library@swindon.gov.uk 
 
Current opening hours 

• Monday - 10.00am - 5.30pm 

• Tuesday - 10.00am - 5.30pm 

• Wednesday - 10.00am - 5.30pm 

• Thursday - 10.00am - 5.30pm 

• Friday - 10.00am - 5.30pm 

• Saturday - 10.00am - 4.00pm 

• Sunday – closed 

Bert’s Books 

54 Godwin Court, Swindon, SN1 4BB 

07949 190977 

bert@bertsbooks.co.uk 

Opening hours 

• Monday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Tuesday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Wednesday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Thursday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Friday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Saturday - 8.30am – 5.30pm 

• Sunday - 10.30am – 4.00pm 

Waterstones 

3 Canal Walk, Swindon SN1 1LD 

01793 436465 

www.waterstones.com 

Opening Hours 

• Monday 9.00am– 5.30pm 

• Tuesday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

• Wednesday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

• Thursday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

• Friday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

• Saturday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

• Sunday 10.00am – 4.00pm 

mailto:northswindon.library@swindon.gov.uk
mailto:central.library@swindon.gov.uk
mailto:bert@bertsbooks.co.uk
http://www.waterstones.com
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At Abbey Park we are committed to ensuring a culture of safeguarding in our school and it is paramount in all we do.  We hope that 

our termly safeguarding update will give you an overview of our approach, offer some useful guidance and information and inform 

you of what your child is learning in school about how to keep themselves safe.  For more information about safeguarding, please 

look at our website. 

 

Safeguarding information 

Abbey Park Safeguarding team                                             

  

              

Designated  

Safeguarding Lead 

 Mrs Kara Stevens 

Deputy Designated  

Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Lorraine Hatcliffe 

Deputy Designated  

Safeguarding Lead 

Miss Vanessa Redondo 

Deputy Designated  

Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Karen Candy 

What does Safeguarding look like at Abbey Park? 

At Abbey Park School we follow the Government policy document ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’.  This is statutory guidance for all 

schools in England to follow and comply with.  It has recently been updated and therefore our safeguarding policy has been updated to reflect 

this.  You can find this on our safeguarding section on the school website.  Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s 

responsibility.   Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families has a role to play in making sure that children grow up hav-

ing the best life chances.  In order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all adults should make sure their approach puts the child at the centre 

of the decision making and that the best interests of the child are always considered.  We believe that it is in the best interest of our children to 

have opportunities to learn how to stay safe both in and outside of school.  Our safeguarding themes are woven into lessons across the curricu-

lum, into assemblies and throughout daily life in school.  Here are just a few examples of how we teach safeguarding at Abbey Park: 

Dedicated safeguarding team in school every day  

Pastoral support for each group.  

Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA’s) and Pastoral Support Assistants who have specialist training in supporting a child in their 

social and emotional needs 

Members of staff who have completed basic mental health training 

Mental health pupil ambassadors 

Mental health staff ambassadors 

A dedicated mental health lead – Mrs Stevens 

Wellbeing Wednesday each Wednesday Tutor time looking at how to look after mental health 

Assemblies and lessons taught throughout the year, including but not extensively, anti-bullying, equality, diversity, fire, sun, children’s 

safety, exploitation, sexual harassment and violence and online safety. 

PHSE curriculum covering how to be healthy, having healthy relationships and developing emotional literacy 

Online safety curriculum  

RSE  (Relationships and sex education) curriculum 

Weekly tutor time reminders about staying safe in school and our expectations 

If you need any support with your child, please contact a member of the safeguarding Team. 
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Safeguarding information 

Contact details and circumstances – please 

keep us up to date! 

It is vitally important that we have the correct con-

tact details for every parent/carer.  If you change 

your phone number, e - mail or move house, please 

let the admin team know or update it on Arbor.  We 

also need at least two emergency contacts for your 

child.  

We also ask that you keep us up to date with any 
changes in your personal circumstances that may 
impact your child. 

Mrs Stevens: stevensk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hatcliffe: hatcliffel@abbeyparkschool.org.uk 

Miss Redondo: redondov@abbeyparkschool.org.uk  

Mrs Candy: candyk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk  

Useful contacts: 

Swindon MASH (Multi-agency Safeguarding 

Hub) have added a new front door service 

called ‘Contact Swindon’.  If you have concerns 

about a child and want to speak to a social 

worker, family services worker without going 

through school please call -  01793 464646. 

If you have concerns that a child is at immedi-

ate risk of harm, please call the Police on 999. 

School Nursing team – for support to help chil-

dren with their physical, mental and emotional 

well-being and referring to other specialist 

agencies. 

Tel – 01793 465050 or email: 

snn@swindon.gov.uk 

 

Online safety guidance for parents:  

https://swgfl.org.uk/ 

Contact details: 

Please can we ask 

that you ensure the 

school has at least 

two contact details in 

case of an  

emergency.  

This can be done on 

Arbor 

 

 

 

Assembly and PSHCE this term: 

At Abbey Park School all pupils attend Assemblies and PSHE sessions 

each week. 

During PSHE this term pupils have been learning about the following  

topics: 

 

Year 7 Health and Wellbeing: Transition and safety  

Year 8 Living in the wider world: CITZENSHIP - Global issues  

Year 9 Living in the wider world: CITIZENSHIP British Rights 
& Values 

Year 10 Health & Wellbeing: Exploring influence:               
Discrimination & Conflict  

Year 11 Living in the wider world: Next steps  

Special guardianship orders or unofficial care   

givers 

Just a reminder to keep the school updated if a child is 

under a special guardianship order or unofficial care 

placement to ensure they receive any support needed. 

Social care or external agency involvement 

A polite request to keep the Pastoral team updated if 

your child is receiving support from social services or 

any external agencies. This will enable us to ensure 

the right support is given at the right time.  

Attendance matters: 

Research shows that there is a direct 

link between good attendance to 

school and better outcomes for young 

adults. 

 

If you are struggling with your child’s 

attendance please contact your child’s 

Head of Key stage, PSA or Mrs Evenett 

for support. 

mailto:stevensk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:hatcliffel@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:redondov@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:candyk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:snn@swindon.gov.uk
https://swgfl.org.uk/


‘Potential into Performance’ 

Online safety: Each term we will add support guides for parents.  All of these guides can be found on our website under the                  

safeguarding section. 

Safeguarding information 
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Safeguarding information 
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Term 2 Curriculum Map - KS3 

 

  
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

English 
20th & 21st Century Literature: 

Star by Star  

 

19th Century Literature:  A Christmas 

Carol  

Literature and Context: Of Mice and 

Men  

Maths  

Prime Factorisation, Order of 

operations, Positive & negative 

numbers, Expressions  

Forming and solving inequalities,  

Linear graphs , Accuracy & estimation,  

Ratio review  

Tree diagrams, Simplifying Algebra,  

Forming and Solving Equations ,  

Linear Simultaneous Equations  

Science 

Forces, Reproduction &           

Inheritance 

Digestion and Heat Transfer  C1 Atomic Structure & Periodic Table  

 

MFL 

 

Spanish: Mi Tiempo Libre  

French: En classe  

Spanish: Todo Sobre Mi Vida  

French: J’adore les fêtes  

Spanish: Oriéntate  

French: Projets d’avenir  

Humanities 

 

Geography: Medieval History 

and Christianity 

History: Medieval Britain   

PT: History unit 

Geography: History unit 

History: The Victorian Age  

PT: Victoria 

Geography: Living World (AQA Unit)  

History: Nazi Germany and the       

Holocaust  

PT: Changing Economic World  

Business 

Computing  

PowerPoint  Artificial Intelligence & Machine   

Learning  

App Development  

Design Technology 

(DT)  

Pupils will complete the         

following on rotation across the 

year: 

Chocolate box, swivel lid box, 

pencil case, food prep &         

nutrition 

Pupils will complete the following on 

rotation across the year:  

Travel game, boom box, character 

cushion, food around the world  

Pupils will complete the following on 

rotation across the year: 

Photoshop adobe, auto desk            

projector, tote bag, food prep &     

celebration 

Visual Arts 
Jim Dine  Peace Poster  Protest  

Performing Arts  

 

Drama: Toyshop  

Music: Arriba!  

Drama: Commedia Dell’Arte  

Music: Blues/tech  

Drama: Devising workshops to explore 

drama techniques from different stim-

uli  

Music: Time Lapse/ Time Lapse     se-

quencing  

PE 

Basketball, Football, Dance,   

Badminton, Netball, Dance, 

Handball 

 

Volleyball, Football, Table Tennis,   

Badminton, Netball, Football, Hockey   

Trampolining, Football, Fitness,     Bad-

minton, Handball 

Personal, Social, 

Health & Citizenship 

Education  

(PSHCE) 

Living in the wider world –      

developing your own identity  

Financial Awareness  CEIAG: Setting goals and employability 

skills  
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Term 2 Curriculum Map - KS4 

  Year 10 Year 11 

English 
Non-fiction Writing: Language Paper  Revision for Dec. mocks 

Maths  

Foundation: Graphs , Transformations, Ratio and 

Proportion, Data  

Higher: Solving Quadratic Inequalities and          

Simultaneous Equations,  Fractions, Decimals, Per-

centages and Ratio, Probability  

Foundation: Shape and Number 

Science 

P2 Electricity, C4 Chemical Changes, P3 Particle 

Model of Matter  

Paper 1 Retrieval, P6 Waves  

 

MFL 

 

Spanish: Mi vida en mi insti  

French: Le temps de loisirs  

Spanish: Mi vida en mi insti  

French: Le temps de loisirs  

Humanities 

 

Geography: Challenges of Natural Hazards  

History: Medicine in modern Britain 1900-present, 

Historic environment – The British Sector of the 

Western Front, 1914-1918: injuries, treatment and 

the trenches.  

PT: Christian Practices  

Sociology: Research Methods  

Geography: Changing Economic World  

History: End of the Cold War 1970-91  

PT: Religion, peace and conflict  

Sociology: Paper 2: Crime and Deviance  

Business 

Computing  

1.2 Spotting a business Opportunity  

 

3.4 Computer Systems, 3.3 Fundamentals of Data 

Representation, 3.2 Programming  

 

2.2 Making Marketing Decisions  

 

3.6 Fundamentals of Cyber Security, 3.1 & 3.2 Algorithms 

& Programming  

Design Technology 

(DT)  

Theory: Energy generation & storage.                 

Developments in new materials  

Food: 3.2.2 Micronutrients 3.2.3 nutrition and 

health Food skills  

 

NEA  

Food: 3.6.2 Food processing and production Food skills  

Visual Arts 

Natural Forms  

Transforming Portraits  

 

Identity Contd.  

Circles Contd.  

Performing Arts  

 

Drama: Introduction to the play ‘DNA’ by reading 

through the script  

Music: Melody: melodic movement sequences 

structure  

 

Drama: Group pieces monologues/duologues  

Music: Listening activities and practice questions MOCK 

REVISION  

PE 

Basketball, Trampolining, Rugby, Handball, Table 

Tennis, Fitness 

 

Trampolining, Fitness, Badminton, Football, Handball,    

Table Tennis 

Personal, Social, 

Health & Citizenship 

Education  

(PSHCE) 

Debate SoW - Citizenship  RSE: Healthy relationships  
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October half-term:  

Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November 

 

Return to school (all pupils):  

Monday 4th November 

 

Contact details and consents 

Having up-to-date contact information enables us to communicate with you 

promptly in the unlikely event of an emergency school closure during the day.  This 

ensures that we can communicate effectively and keep you informed of any urgent 

developments.  Please also take a moment to review the contact details and     

consents we have recorded for you on the Arbor Parent Portal are correct.   

If your circumstances have changed and your child can no longer go home by 

themselves in event of an emergency school closure, you can update the consent 

accordingly on Arbor. 

Monday 4th November  Event: Art Peace project- judging 

Tuesday 5th November TRIP: Y11 TPAT to 6th Form Experience Day, 

LPA 

Wednesday 6th November TRIP: Y7 County cup  

TRIP: Y9 Drama to Blood Brothers,               

Kings Theatre, Portsmouth  

Monday 11th November  *SYFL EVENT: Primary Author event 10-11am  

Tuesday 12th November SYLF TRIP: Wyvern Theatre Trip 

Wednesday 13th November TRIP: Y10 D&T to BMW, Swindon  

TRIP: Y10 to Gloucester Uni (Villiers Park)  

SYFL EVENT: Y7 Author visit - Ash Dickinson 

Thursday 14th November TRIP: KS4 Music to The Platform, Swindon 

SYLF EVENT: Author Talk 

Friday 15th November SYLF TRIP: Ridgeway Book Quiz 

Monday 18th November Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 19th November  Inset Day - school closed to pupils, however 

Y11s with exams scheduled for this day are 

expected to attend 

Wednesday 20th November EVENT: Y5 Maths Challenge  

SYFL TRIP: KS3 to the Illustration Award 

Tuesday 26th November EVENT: Y9 Holocaust guest speaker  

*SYFL - Swindon Youth Literature Festival  



‘Potential into Performance’ Important Notices & School Calendar - Term 2 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 23rd December - Friday 3rd January 

 

Return to school (all pupils):  

Monday 6th January 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd December TRIP: KS4 to Marlborough College  

Wednesday 4th December EVENT: TPAT Christmas Concert  

TRIP: TPAT Scholars to Marlborough College 

Friday 6th December TRIP: Y11 Art to Southbank, London 

Wednesday 11th December TRIP: Y9 English to Globe theatre, London 

Friday 13th December EVENT: Y7 School Disco  

Tuesday 17th December TRIP: Young Carers to Kaspas, Swindon 

Wednesday 18th December  TRIP: Y11 & Y7 to Robin Hood, Theatre Royal, 

Bath 

Thursday 19th December EVENT: Carol Concert  

Friday 20th December  

Last day of term 2 (lunchtime finish) 



‘Potential into Performance’ 

School Calendar 2024-25 

Our full calendar and more information can be found at www.abbeyparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


